THE  NON-VIOLENT  STATE                               315

or the State 'vould o\vn power-houses just as :hey have
their grazing pastures."141 Thus machines must not add to our
' ignorance. They must be such as can be understood by ihe vil-
lage people and made and owned by them either individually
or co-operatively. Such machines will not enslave man but be
his instruments. They will lead neith?.' to the co:ice:v:rr,don of
economic power ncr to exploitation and unemployment of the
masses.

In regard to the zamndsri system Gaadhiji would fall back
upon legislative confiscation only if zamiiidars failed to work as
trustees of peasants and to remove the inequality between them-
selves and their peasants. He believes that "No man should
have more land than he needs for his dignified sustenance" and
is in favour of co-operative farming and collective cattle-
farming.142

In short, in regard to the means of producing the prime
necessaries of life he stands for decentralization and democratic
control by individuals or voluntary organizations. As regards
the unavoidable centralized production, he prefers private
o^vnership to State-ownership, provided private owners act as
trustees either voluntarily or through persuasion by non-violent
non-co-operation. This preference is due to the fear of the State
using too much of violence. But if o\vners fail to act as trustees,
he would support a minimum of State-ownership with or with-
out confiscation as the case may demand. But che Srate should
deprive the people cf their property when unavoidable with the
minimum exercise of violence.143

The socio-economic structure of the non-violent State
brings out the importance of the role the State will play in eco-
nomic life in order to ensure social justice, to bring about
economic self-sufficiency and to equalize the economic condition
of the people. The State will promote small-scale industries. It
will control forests, minerals, power resources and communica-
tions in the interests of the people. The State will regulate the
rate of commission to be paid to the trustees for looking after,
in the interest of the community, the wealth accumulated by
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